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FRIENDS OF CHOICE IN URBAN SCHOOLS

Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you today. My name is Ariana Quifones-Miranda and I
am the Director of Education and Outreach at Friends of Choice in Urban Schools (FOCUS).
FOCUS is a DC nonprofit organization that promotes and supports quality public charter schools in
the District of Columbia.

FOCUS applauds the effort of this bill to support the health and wellness of DC students and we
appreciate the open process in developing the bill. We want to see schools move to meet the
goals of this bill and we want to share today some potential obstacles and challenges and ways to
work around or overcome them. Overall, we want to see this bill implemented in a way that will
not set up schools for non-compliance next fall. By setting this up in way that challenges,
incentivizes, and supports schools rather than mandating compliance, we foresee better and more

consistent buy-in from schools.

There are three main points I would like to raise: conflicts with the School Reform Act, challenges

to implementation, and charter school representation.

CONFLICTS WITH SRA

As you are aware, the drafters of the School Reform Act of 1995 (SRA) intentionally included
language to exempt public charter schools from statutes, policies, rules, and regulations
established for the District of Columbia Public School (DCPS) system. This was done in
anticipation of the variety of models offered and student populations served and the recognition
that one-size-fits-all policies could seriously constrain innovation in public charter schools.

Several of the provisions of this bill are in direct conflict with the autonomy that the School
Reform Act provides public charter schools. I have attached a document that identifies each of the
provisions that are in potential or actual conflict. In most cases, we have also offered

recommendations for revisions that would eliminate the conflicts.

IMPLEMENTATION CHALLENGES

Our concerns for implementation relate to the constraints that public charter schools face. They
fall into three main categories: Funding, Staffing, Facilities. In terms of funding, although the bill
proposes some subsidies, we have concerns that in this budget climate, those subsidies may not

be realized or sustainable. Schools could easily be put in the position of robbing Peter to pay Paul,




shifting resources from the instructional program to the nutrition program in order to comply.
Every school community is unique and budget allocation decisions are best made at the local

school level,

In terms of staffing, not every school has a nurse, a physical education teacher, or a health
education teacher. Some aspects of this bill would best be implemented by these individuals. The
timeline for implementation makes it extremely difficult for schools without those positions on
staff to comply by August 2010. As an example, Sec. 602 would require schools to collect Body
Mass Index (BMI) and waist to hip ratio data on every student. For a school without a nurse, this
is not a practical endeavor. As DC's school health form already asks for BMI, we suggest adding
fields for the other desired data and working with the medical community to collect this

information for every student every year.

In terms of facilities, only a third of public charter schools are in a traditional school buildings.
Two thirds have limited or no spaces for physical education such as gyms, multi purpose rooms,
playgrounds, and fields. This of course poses a challenge to offering robust physical education
programs. We support Sec. 403 which ensures equal access by charter schools to DC Department
of Parks and Recreation facilities. And we encourage means by which DPR, OSSE, and other
health and wellness organizations can guide and support charter schools in developing physical

education programs given their limited facilities.

CHARTER REPRESENTATION

Several sections (Sec. 503, 504, 603) address collaboration of government agencies to develop
plans and policies for elements of this bill such as school health centers, recycling, school
gardens, and an environmental literacy plan. It is important that any element of the bill that
affects charter schools whether as a requirement or by voluntary participation includes them in
the planning process. We recommend that charter LEAs and the DC Public Charter School Board
(PCSB) are represented on planning committees.

By starting with a goal of schools meeting the Bronze level of the HealthierUS School Challenge
rather than Gold, by phasing in requirements, and by providing incentives and supports rather
than fines, we can ensure more of our schools are set up for success. We look forward to
continuing conversations with the committee staff to find ways to make the intent of this bill

attainable for all schools.

Thank you for your time,

Ariana Quifiones-Miranda
202.387.0405
aquinones@focusdc.org
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Charter School Autonomy
Under the D.C. School Reform Act
1/15/2008

The following sections of the School Reform Act establish the public charter
schools’ autonomy from District government and DCPS:

§38-1800.02 (10)(B)

Exempts charter schools from the definition of “District of Columbia
Government.”

§38-1800.02 (12)(B)

Exempts charter schools from the definition of “District of Columbia public
school.”

§38-1802.04 (c)(3)(A)

Gives charter schools “exclusive control” over their expenditures,
administration, personnel, and instructional methods, limited only by the
School Reform Act.

§38-1802.04 (c)(3)(B)

Exempts charter schools from “District of Columbia statutes, policies, rules,
and regulations established for the District of Columbia public schools by
the Superintendent, Board of Education, Mayor, [and] District of Columbia
Council” except as otherwise provided by the School Reform Act.

§38-1802.04 (c)(16)

Requires charter schools to be organized as D.C. nonprofit corporations.
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The D.C. Public Charter School Right of First Offer
FOCUS, September 2008

§ 38-1802.09. District of Columbia public school services to public charter schools

(@) In general. -- The Superintendent may provide services, such as facilities maintenance,
to public charter schools. All compensation for costs of such services shall be subject
to negotiation and mutual agreement between a public charter school and the
Superintendent.

(b) Preference in leasing or purchasing public school facilities. --
(1) Former public school property. --

(A) In general. -- Notwithstanding any other provision of law, regulation, or order
relating to the disposition of a facility or property described in subparagraph (B) of
this paragraph, the Mayor and the District of Columbia government shall give a
right of first offer with respect to any facility or property described in subparagraph
(B) of this paragraph not previously purchased, leased, or transferred, or under
contract to be purchased, leased, or transferred, or the subject of a previously
proposed resolution submitted by the Mayor on or before December 1, 2004, to
the Council of the District of Columbia seeking authority for disposition of such
facility or property, or under an Exclusive Rights Agreement executed on or before
December 1, 2004, to an eligible applicant whose petition to establish a public
charter school has been conditionally approved under § 38-1802.03(d)(2), or a
Board of Trustees, with respect to the purchase, lease, transfer, or use of a facility or
property described in subparagraph (B) of this paragraph.

(B) Property described. -- A facility or property referred to in subparagraph (A) of
this paragraph is a facility, or real property:

(i) That formerly was under the jurisdiction of the Board of Education;

(ii) That the Board of Education has determined is no longer needed for

purposes of operating a District of Columbia public school; and

(iii) With respect to which:
(I) The Board of Education has transferred jurisdiction to the Mayor
and over which the Mayor has jurisdiction on October 18, 2004; or
(Il) Over which the Mayor or any successor agency gains jurisdiction
after October 18, 2004.

(C) Terms of purchase of lease. -- The terms of purchase or lease of a facility or
property described in subparagraph (B) of this paragraph shall:

::.» %
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